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Heer and Boyd, Vizster, UC Berkeley, 1000 of 1 million friends

Zinsmaier, Brandes, Deussen, Strobelt, Interactive Level-of-Detail Rendering of Large Graphs, University of Konstanz

Heer and Boyd, Vizster, UC Berkeley, 33,500 tweets



Jia et al. On the Visualization of Social and other Scale-Free Networks, 2008, Univ. of Illinois, 6,625,280 friendships
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McGrath:

Currently, it is our impression that there is a severe 

imbalance in this parallel research: Much more emphasis 

has been placed on methods of network data display and 

little on what people infer from structural displays.

C. Mcgrath, D. Krackhardt, and J. Blythe. 

Visualizing complexity in networks: seeing both the forest and the trees. Connections, 25:37–47, 2003
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Wavefront method. Optimized Breadth First SearchIterative Search 

5000 server requests 5 server requests



Network Visualization Packed Radial Visualization
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“Unknown” author = De-contextualized

Philip Doddridge

Caleb Cushing

Ralph Ellison

Charles Sumner
John Tyler

Lyon Gardner Tyler

George Kennan

Woodrow Wilson

William Edward Burghardt

George Sutherland



Google Knowledge Graph

570,000,000 objects !

“Go deeper and broader..

Do you know why the creator, Matt 

Groening, gave the Simpson family 

the names they do?”

Father:    Homer Groening

Mother:   Margaret Groening

Sister:     Lisa Groening
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Content Media

critique

disrupt

Content    Media

    Narrative  Database

Liu  Essays on Postmodern Historicism and the Database

Drucker  Humanities Games and the Market in Digital Futures

“cool”“classical”

McLuhan  “The medium is the message.”  Understanding Media

Umberto Eco     “The battle for the survival of man as a responsible 

        being in the communications era is not to be won                  

        where the communication originates, but where it arrives.”
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“culture, refinement,

   education.”
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Content Media

critique

disrupt

tekhnologia

“systematic treatment

    of an art or craft”

humanitas

“culture, refinement,

   education.”

“A database can support narrative, but there is nothing in the logic of 

the medium itself which would foster its generation.”         - Lev Manovich

Is this a statement of irreconcilable difference, or a challenge?

create create



Dynamic Filtering

Metadata
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SNAC + Yago + Project Gutenberg



Contributions:

1. An online resource for building data narratives

2. Co-location of historic and contemporary authors

3. A system for analysis and visualization of multiple data sets

Challenges:

1. Need data sets with deeper cross-connections  (desperately!)

2. Better metrics for organizing vast spaces of “unknown authors” 

3. Validation: Who watches the watchers?





Thank You !
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